A.  ri^OM  PSOIST’S 

SYSTEM  OP  DETECTING 

COUNTEHKEIT.  Sl’UlllOUS,  ALTKUP^D  AND  PHOTOGllAPJI 

B^NK  NOTES 

AT  A GLANCE. 


A perfect  iic(juaintaiice  with  the  five  different  kinds  of 
engravings  to  be  found  on  one  genuine  Note  gives  you  an 
acquaintance  with  all  genuine  Notes  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada, 

If  you  wish  to  become  expert  in  the  art  of  detecting, 
make  yourself  perfectly  ac(iuainted  with  the  five  different 
kinds  of  engraving,  the  ink,  printing  and  paper,  of  genuine 
Notes.  I would  advise  you  to  take  five  or  six  Notes  of 
different  Banks,  and  examine  each  kind  of  engraving 
separately ; first,  with  a magnifying  glass,  then  examine 
the  same  work  without  a glass — look  done  as  if  you  were 
determining  the  fine  texture  of  cambric  or  silk — practice  a 
few  times  in  this  way  and  you  will  educate  the  eye  to  good 
work,  and  be  enabled  to  detect  the  closest  imitation.  Study 
the  engravers’  names,  letter  by  letter,  the  regularity  and  softness 
of  ruled  lines,  the  uniformity  of  lines  and  undulations  of  bass- 
relief  work,  study  geometric  lathe  work,  circle  by  circle, 
commencing  at  the  centre  of  the  pattern,  notice  the  regidarity 
of  lines  and  fine  angles  where  they  cross  each  other. 

Examine  the  steyyle  or  fiesli  ivork  of  Portraits  and  humnn 
figures  in  Vignettes.  Notice  the  regularity  of  lines  and  dots, 
and  \\ow  gradually  they  liecorne  fine  from  heavy  to  light  shades-, 
this  work  and  the  eye  is  the  highth  of  perfection  in  engrav- 
ing. The  other  engraving  can  be  examined  without  a glass. 


All  Piank  notes  in  the  States  of  Illinois,  \Viseonsin.  and 
with  a few  exce[)tions,  all  in  New  York  have  the  ( 'oin|)trolleis’ 
or  Auditor’s  die.  This  die  is  ]ieifei.'tly  enjiravi'd,  and  should 
be  examined  Avith  nmeh  care. 

Uku  Letters  and  fio-uies  in  the  centre  of  the  note  ai-e 
used  t(»  j)revent  alterations;  they  are  priulul,  and  with  a 
few  cxcepiiom  they  are  printed  on  the  face  and  hack  ol‘  the 
note,  and  the  net  Avork  of  lines  a})})cars  as  if  the  iid<  Avent 
through  the  paper. 

Photograi>h  notes  C(jnld  deceive  no  person  accustomed  to 
handling  pa[>er  money,  d hey  liaA  e a rcaldish  brown  or 
purple  ai)pearaiice,  not  that  jet  black,  I'icb  gloss  of  engra- 
ver’s ink.  Very  few  of  the.-^e  frauds  haAe  been  ]>nt  in 
circulation. 

Altered  Notes  tiom  a loAver  to  a highei  (hmoininaiion  is 
done  by  extracting  oi-  scraping  out  the  lettering  and  fignies 
of  the  denomination,  and  printing  connte.teit  lettering  and 
figures  over  the  part  extracted,  ;;nd  s(  metimes  by  tt'aiing  of 
lettering  and  figures  from  broken  bank  notes  and  jiasting 
over  the  parts  extracted,  d’hey  can  easily  be  detectial  on 
the  same  principle  as  yon  wonld  the  textuie  and  luster  of  cloth 
or  silk.  Lxamine  the  yiar  of  tin'  note,  hold  it  to  the  4////'. 
and  glance  acr(t.s.s  the  xarface  of  the  note. 

Altere<l  Notes  from  broken  to  sohent  banks  is  done  by 
extracting  the  title,  'ft)wn.  State,  and  Hank  Ollicer’s  signa- 
tures. and  tlum  printing  in  the  parts  extracted,  in  count- 
erfeit hdtering,  the  tith'.  d'own  and  vState.  '1  lu'y  can  be 
det('ctc(l  bA"  imperfect  liilrriap.  and  the  dilli'rmice  (d  nik  in 
tlni  title',  'I'oAvn  and  State. 


Spurious  Notos  aro  uiiliko  the  ^lumiiie,  some  of  tlioiii  arc 
all  eoiiutcM'Icit.  souu‘  lithograph,  and  soiiu!  ha\'c  a low 
''■((luiiiic  dii's.  With  those  doiu'  h\"  litlatji'raph  the  linos  ha\(‘ 
a rouji’h  or  lile\’  apjie  irauce.  jVltout  three-fourths  ot  tlu; 
spurious  Notes  eau  lu;  detinded  hy  imperfect  red  letterinji;, 
poor  iidv.  priiitiuji’  ami  pa|)or,  and  llu;  host  spurious  Notes 
(MU  he  detected  hy  iuqterfect  letteriu<>;,  especially  the  Town, 
State,  ami  Enururn'i^'  ikoik'-s. 

rouuterfeit  Notes  ai'e  iiuitatious  of  <lhe 
the  eiiera viipi;'  and  priutiipe,'  is  done  hy  one,  or  ;i  few  counter- 
feiters. Some  laive  a sus[)icious  lo(d<  owiiio-  to  poor  ink, 
printing’  or  red  lettering,  others  can  he  detected  at  a glance 
hy  po(tr  lettering,  lathe  work,  or  Vignettes  and  Portraits, 
and  the  best  specimens  hy  the  line  engra\dng,  the  ridhvj, 
lathe,  has-'i-relief,  dal.'s  ami  lines  of  Jlesh  work,  or  hy  the  Eiajawevs' 
names. 

Yon  will  ol>serve  that  Altei’ed,  S[mrions  and  Counterfeit 
Notes  ca,n  all  he  detected  hy  imperfect  lettering.  You  will 
see  the  impoi’tance  of  examining  Bank  Notes  on  the  iollowing 
system  ; 

Pir.st.  The  title,  denomination.  Town,  State  and  signatures. 

Second.  Geometric  lathe  and  hass-relief  wmrk  around  the 
counters  or  lignres. 

Third.  Vigjiettes  and  ])ortraits. 

Tlie  following  llank  Xoto  engraving  houses  have  associated  themselves  together  under  the 
style  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Company, 

llAWDON,  WiiiniiT,  Hatch  & Knso.v,  Jocp.i.vn,  Duaper,  AVel-sii  & Co., 

Toim’an,  Caiu’KNTeu  & Co.,  Draper,  AVelsii  & Co., 

Dani  ortii  & WKl(;iiT(latenanforth&  Hald),  AVell.stood,  Hay  & AViiiTiN(i, 

C0CS1.A.M)  & Co.,  .John  E.  Gavit. 

A new  House  is  lately  organized,  called  National  Hank  Note  Company. 


In  future,  the  loss  U)  the  public  by  bad  notes,  will  be  prin- 
cipally  counterfeits  or  imitations ; heretofore  more  than  half 
the  loss  has  been  b}^  spurious  and  altered  notes;  the  few  dies 
used  on  spurious  notes  are  becoming  known  to  the  business 
community,  and  at  present  small  notes  ore  better  protected 
against  alterations  to  higher  a denomination. 

The  most  dangerous  kinds  of  frauds  are  alterations  from 
broken  banks  with  common  names.  But  few  Bankers  could 
recollect  the  engravings  on  all  broken  banks.  You  should 
examine  all  notes  from  a distance  with  common  names  like 
Merchants,  Commerce,  Farmer. s.  Union,  Eagle,  City,  &c. 

On  a few  of  the  old  stereotype  plates  of  New  England 
the  shading  of  the  letters  is  done  by  hand. 

Several  notes  printed  wholly,  or  in  part  witli  red  and  him; 
ink  have  been  closely  imitated.  The  fine  lines  of  the  lathe 
work,  shading,  flesh  work,  &c.,  on  the  genuine,  jainted  in  lilue 
and  red,  s{)read  more  than  when  printed  in  blacik. 

Tints,  Circles,  &c.,  printed  in  colors  over  the  face  of  many 
notes  is  some  protection  against  alteration.s.  Several  notes 
printed  with  tints  have  been  imitated.  Some  of  these  circles 
would  be  difficult  to  imitate  by  hand,  but  some  of  them 
would  not  be  much  [irotection  again.st  Lithograph  Machine.s. 


Notk  — The  advice  given  on  firat  page,  (niuler  Tlionipsoti's  syatein  of 
detecting.)  ia  the  same  I have  given,  during  tlie  la.st  ten  years,  to  Hankei's. 
Agents,  and  Conductors  of  Ihiilroads.  Several  himdriMl  young  men  liavt; 
fitted  themselves  for  Bank  Tellers  by  practicing  on  this  principle  thirty  minutes 
a day  for  one  or  two  weeks  with  different  gemuine  Hank  Notes. 


